Message from Jocelyn Davies to Care & Repair Cymru Conference 2010

I am delighted to be able to send a message of support to Conference, and sorry that I am not able to be there personally to address delegates.
We are living in an increasingly ageing society, and it is widely recognised and understood that older people prefer, wherever possible, to stay living independently in their own homes. This is at the very core of what Care & Repair do, providing a range of personalised support and solutions, individually tailored to tackle the housing problems faced by many vulnerable older people. 

These solutions and services range from providing adaptations, installing telecare equipment, undertaking repairs, upgrading security, providing financial advice to maximise benefit entitlements, and improving home energy efficiency for many older people who are in fuel poverty.

These services are important and valued by the National Assembly, which is demonstrated by the level of funding and support we have provided to help deliver Care & Repair services over many years.  

We also recognise how Care & Repair work closely with colleagues in Local Government and Health, with strong partnerships and innovative services provided locally. These types of partnerships are vital to deliver on the range of policy agendas that exist both nationally and locally, cutting across common objectives to improve Housing, Health and Social Care services for vulnerable older people.
It is clear that we are also living in financially difficult times, with all eyes on the UK Government’s comprehensive spending review in October. This will start to bring some clarity to the level of funding cuts that will be seen across the UK, and will also help shape decisions on the Assembly’s budgets over the coming months.
I understand that Care & Repair recognise the difficulties faced and are preparing for this by developing a 5 Year Strategic Plan for the whole Movement, that details the actions to be taken to rise to the undoubted challenges that lie ahead. I know that Care & Repair Cymru have started to lead the way by joining in a group structure with Community Housing Cymru, which will help with efficiency savings and also allow both organisations to share resources and skills to provide more effective services to its members and clients. I am really pleased to see this collaboration, which I commend and fully support.

Finally, I’d like to conclude by wishing you all good luck over the coming year. I am confident that as a Movement you will rise to the challenge and continue to provide the services that make such a huge difference to the lives of thousands of older people across Wales every year. I hope that you all have a productive and enjoyable Conference
